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KKKiiinnndddyyy   NNNeeewwwsss   
Kenmore District Kindergarten and Preschool           Term 2 Newsletter — June 2010 

   
Term Two Events 
Obstacle-a-thon 

 

The children all enjoyed the fun of our obstacle course. 
This is an excellent fundraising event for our centre as 
well as being a challenging opportunity for the children 
to show off their rapidly developing motor skills. 

 

Special Visitors Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children really enjoyed planning and preparing for 
Special Visitors Day. They were very excited to share 
their favourite activities with these very special guests. 

Exclusive ticket release 
for the opening weekend 
with priority seating  

Sunday 27 June 2010  
10.00am arrival, 10.30am start  
$12.50 per ticket 

A fun way to raise funds 
for our centre 

Events calendar 
Play Ball (3 day) : Wednesday 14 July 

Fruit & Veggie Puppets (3 day) : Monday 26 July 

Play Ball (3 day) : Wednesday 14, 21 & 28 July 

Open Day : Thursday 05 August 

Class and Individual Photos 
3 Day Group : Tuesday 17 August 
2 Day Group : Friday 20 August  

Book Fair Display : Fri 13 – Thurs 26 August   

Henny Penny Hatchlings (3 day) : Mon 16 August 

Tomato Patch (2 day) : Thursday 2 September 

Fatherôs Day : Sunday 5 September 

Mr Joe (3 day) : Monday 6 September  

Key dates for parents 
First day of Term 3 

3 Day Group : Tuesday 13 July 
2 Day Group : Thursday 15 July 

Term fees due 

Friday 30 July   

Pupil free days and holidays 
Monday 12 July 

Wednesday 11 August (Ekka) 
Thursday 12 August 

Working Bee 
Sunday 12 September 

Last day of Term 3 
3 Day Group : Wednesday 15 September 

2 Day Group : Friday 17 September 

Last day of year 
3 Day Group : Tuesday 7 December 
2 Day Group : Thursday 9 December 



   

Term 2 Newsletter — June 2010 

 

Kenmore District Kindergarten and Preschool  Ph: (07) 3378 2068  Fax: (07) 3378 2254 

1076 Moggill Road, Kenmore, QLD, 4069   www.kenmore.candk.asn.au 
 

Page 2 

President’s Report 
The temperature has dropped, the children are playing 
inside first, and Queensland are winning the State of 
Origin – it must be Winter! 

The first thing you may have noticed about this 
newsletter is its timing. To make the planning of family 
life easier we‟ve decided to distribute the newsletter in 
the final few weeks of each term. In addition to the 
usual reports of all the adventures children, families 
and Kenmore District Kindergarten have had during 
that term, this enables us to include advance notice 
(warning) of diary dates and details of upcoming events 
for the following term. We hope you find it helpful. 

The second thing you might notice is that some pieces 
of information that had previously been rolled into 
reports have now been given their own heading – they 
must feel very special now - for example, policy 
information, event dates and details of grant 
applications. Our aim is to make this kind of information 
easier to find so you can keep each newsletter as a 
reference and go back and find info without having to 
experience the pain of reading my report again. 

Unfortunately, some sad news to start with. Earlier this 
term we heard of the passing of Hope Dalley, the 
longest serving Director in the history of Kenmore 
District. While ill health forced her retirement from full-
time work at the centre in 2003, she remained an 
active contributor to Kenmore District Kindy for a 
number of years while her health permitted. Her 
passing was particularly felt by our teachers who had 
worked with Hope, and by families whose children 
were part of Hope‟s class. Indeed, some current 
parents were themselves in Hope‟s group when they 
were children. The thoughts and condolences of the 
entire Kindy family have been conveyed to her family.  
If you would like to know more about Hope Dalley, 
have a chat to our staff; you‟ll also find her name on 
the honour board in the foyer and in the special place 
in the grounds called „Hope‟s Seat‟. Take a seat and 
enjoy – she‟d want that. 

 

Welcome BBQ 

Thanks for everyone‟s patience on this. The week-long 
Brisbane deluge leading up to the original date forced 
its postponement to early this term in a blatant attempt 
by the fundraising committee to avoid my cooking. As 
is tradition, the Welcome BBQ is organised and run by 
the prior year‟s committee - the food was nourishing; 
the beverages quenching; the conversation stimulating; 
and the kids playing a pleasure to watch – so our 
thanks to the 2009 committee for putting on a great 
night, and likewise to all others who helped. We look 
forward to continuing the tradition at next year‟s event. 

Brookfield Show 

This year Kenmore District had a display at the 
Brookfield Show (14-16 May) with brochures and 
centre information for the parents and activity tables 
that were loved by children. The display was attended 
by volunteer parents and staff who reported many 
conversations with parents interested in Kenmore 
District for their children; and also quite a few catch ups 
with past families whose children are now at various 
stages of schooling or beyond! 

 

Open Day 

In addition to our usual August mid-week Open Day, 
we held a Saturday Open Day on 22nd May. We were 
swamped! Prospective parents chatted to teachers and 
current parents while their children enjoyed all the 
usual activities inside the rooms, out in our grassed 
areas and on the playground equipment. Thanks to the 
parents who were able to attend and to our great staff 
for all their help on the day. 

2011 and beyond... 

As most families are aware, in 2009 the Federal and 
State Governments announced major changes to the 
future funding arrangements of all pre-schooling 
(including Kindergartens) in Australia. Called „Universal 
Access‟, it is designed to give children „a flying start‟ to 
school by giving all children between 3.5 and 4.5 years 
of age (i.e. pre-prep) access to 15 hours per week with 
a registered teacher. These changes come into effect 
for the 2011 year. The „flying start‟ of Universal Access 
is a highly commendable vision. To achieve it however, 
funding has been spread more thinly. Being well 
established, being community-based (rather than head-
office focussed), and having the most experienced 
teachers, mean we‟re at the pointy end of government 
policy changes. While there may be challenges now for 
the committee to overcome, in our view these are the 
same three things that have made Kenmore District the 
most highly sought after kindergarten in the area for 
decades. So we wouldn‟t give any of them up for quids! 
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While the funding changes will cause all kindergartens 
to be effected in a similar way in relation to increased 
fees, we believe Kenmore District continues to be the 
best positioned to provide for children in the future – in 
terms of teachers, curriculum, grounds, facilities, and 
opportunities for learning through play.  

The 2011 budgeting process is almost complete and 
we‟ll continue to keep you informed of this and all 
information on the upcoming changes as each is 
finalised. 

This is a time of exciting change and it is an enormous 
undertaking. My thanks to all committee members and 
staff who have given, and continue to give, their time 
and mental energy to achieving the best outcomes for 
current and future families of Kenmore District. Enjoy 
the mid-year holidays; and if you‟re heading to our 
fundraising screening of Toy Story 3, I‟ll see you there!  

Stewart McLeod 
President 

Term Two Review 
Another busy term is coming to an end. The children 
are growing in confidence and are working more 
cohesively as a whole, rather than as a group of 
individuals. Stronger friendships are being formed in 
the 3 day group, and in the 2 day group the children 
are looking for and enjoying interactions with others. 

Visiting Shows and Curriculum 

The 3 day group had a visit from “Bronte‟s Circus 
Dream”. This production provided an excellent 
opportunity to gain more knowledge and understanding 
about the circus using imagination and dressing up. 
Following the show the children were involved in 
making their own costumes, dressing up, practicing 
their acts and putting on their very own „Kenmore 
District Circus Show‟. 

The 2 day group enjoyed their first visiting show, 
Renata‟s Story Telling. Renata took the children on a 
multicultural journey through story, dance and song. 

Another project area this term has been the study of 
Australia, its ecosystems and animals. This has been 
enhanced through the visiting shows “Dreamworld‟s 
Wildlife for Kids”, “Cool Companions” and “The 
Rainforest Experience Show”. These presentations 
have provoked thought and extended the children‟s 
knowledge base about the country in which we live. 
Other experiences which have been provided and 
planned with the children to enhance their learning 
included stories, puzzles, art experiences, museum 
loans, collage creations, puppets and dramatisation. 
Both “Dreamworld” and “Cool Companions” bring 
animals into the centre as a way for the children to 
have a real-life experience that provides greater impact 

than any other, excluding taking them to the natural 
environment of each animal. They were able to use 
nearly all their senses to appreciate the beauty and 
individuality of each animal whilst learning many facts 
and developing an appreciation of the importance and 
vulnerability of our natural heritage. 

Roster Mornings 

A big „thank you‟ is extended to all those parents who 
have given up their valuable time to come on roster so 
far this year. We certainly appreciate the extra pair of 
hands and your child really enjoys you spending the 
morning with us. Joining us for the morning gives you 
the opportunity to see the program running first hand. 
We, as teachers, can achieve so much more with the 
children when we have that extra pair of hands. If you 
have not made it to parent roster on a regular basis or 
have been unable to come at all, even a short stay until 
morning tea is a huge help to us.  

If any parent would like to participate in an activity with 
the children, we would love to have your input. Some 
suitable activities could include cooking, a science 
experiment, reading a favourite book, telling a story or 
an art and craft activity, sharing your occupational 
experience, e.g. nurse (bring in your kit), builder, 
architect, dentist (bring in your equipment).  

Special Visitors Day 

 

We wish to thank all the people who contributed to our 
Special Visitors Day. The children were excited about 
inviting their special visitors and enjoyed planning and 
preparing for this day. They worked out which recipes 
they wanted to use to make morning tea for their 
guests and talked about the songs they would sing. 
They were excited to show their visitors around the 
centre and share their favourite activities with them. 
We hope all who attended enjoyed their time with us. 

Under 8ôs week 

As part of Under 8‟s week, the 3 day group joined 
Kenmore State School for an Under 8‟s Activity 
morning. We enjoyed a variety of activities including a 
story session with Mr Henry (Teacher/Librarian) and 
patting baby farm animals. Thank you to those who 
accompanied us.  
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Obstacle-a-thon  

The Obstacle-a-thon held on June 17 and 18 was an 
exciting experience for the children! The practices in 
the weeks leading up to the day and the actual event 
day provided outstanding opportunities for children to 
develop their gross motor skills, turn taking, patience, 
consideration for others and perseverance. At the 
same time, the sponsorship process helped raise funds 
to purchase new equipment for the kindy which 
benefits all. 

Thank you to the numerous parent helpers who 
attended on the day to assist the children on the 
course, supervise giving special stamps to count the 
laps they completed and generally cheer them on. 
Thank you also for assisting your child/ren to find 
sponsors to support this, one of our major fundraisers 
for the year, and an enjoyable and beneficial event for 
the children. 

 

 

** Puzzle Library Newsflash! ** 
With the continuing addition of further puzzles to the 
centre‟s extensive puzzle library, children can now 
borrow 2 puzzles each week. 

Term Three Preview 
Pupil Free Days  

Monday 12 July and Thursday 12 August 

Please make a note of the Pupil Free days in your 
diary. Annually, teachers are given four days (as stated 
in the C & K teachers certified agreement) to be used 
for portfolios, planning as a whole staff, cleaning and 
sorting equipment, updating the inventory and a myriad 
of other jobs. 

Book Fair 

Friday 13 to Friday 27 August 

The annual Book Fair is fast approaching. Each year 
we encourage families to donate a book to the 
Children‟s Lending Library. As I‟m sure many of you 
have found, this is an invaluable resource for our Kindy 
children and provides parents and carers with very 
special „reading time‟ with our little ones. It is also an 
essential tool for setting them up to not only enjoy 
reading, but also improve their literacy skills. If your 
child has enjoyed reading the books taken home each 
week, please consider donating a book, so that this 
wonderful service can continue. 

Any books that are donated will have a note of thanks, 
with the name of the child who donated the book, 
attached to the inside cover. This is to show our 
appreciation for your kind donation and is also a lovely 
way for your child‟s time at Kenmore District to be 
remembered. Also, your child will be the first to borrow 
their donated book from the lending library once the 
books have been processed. 

Books are also available for your private purchase. 
There will be a huge selection, including some that 
may be appropriate for older siblings. Books make 
wonderful gifts so this is a great opportunity to get 
some books to put away for Birthday‟s, Christmas etc.  

The Centre receives commission on all purchases. The 
more dollars spent the more books available for our 
children (and us) to read. 

The books will be for sale each morning and afternoon 
from Monday 12 August to Friday 27 August. Closer to 
the date, I will be asking for volunteers to help manage 
the display for about 30 minutes each morning and 
afternoon, so please give some thought to when you 
may be able to help out. If you have any queries please 
see Sally Chalvatzis, Book Fair Convenor. 

Class Photographs 

Tuesday 17 and Friday 20 August 

Professional class and individual photographs are due 
to be taken in Term 3. Photo packs will be available for 
collection from the Kindy in the weeks following the 
shoot.  Costs and package details will be available at 
that time. 

Working Bee  

Sunday 12 September 

Details of times and equipment requirements for the 
Term 3 working bee will be provided closer to the 
event. However a reminder to you - 2 working bees 
need to be attended in order to receive the refund of 
$80. 
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From the teachers.... 
We came across this article and thought it was worth 
sharing. It provokes thoughts about children and the 
impact technology may have on them these days. 

The Lost Art of Building with Your Hands 
By Mitch Albom (02 May 2010) http://www.parade.com  

The kid had an idea. He didn't have money. He didn't 
have supplies. All he had was a book with pictures. He 
went to a junkyard, found a bicycle rim, PVC pipe, an 
old tractor fan. And he did something many of us used 
to do. He used his hands. He bent. He hammered. He 
glued. The kid's name was William Kamkwamba. His 
idea was to make a windmill, because a windmill could 
make electricity, electricity could pump water, and 
water could grow crops for his drought-plagued village 
in Malawi, in southeast Africa. "Normal people do not 
collect garbage," he admitted, laughing. "The people in 
my village thought there was something wrong with 
me." But three months after he started, he'd done it. 
Made a small windmill with enough energy to power 
one light bulb. He was 14. When I spoke with 
Kamkwamba, now 22 -- the subject of the best-selling 
book The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind -- I was 
impressed with his ingenuity. But I also felt a pang of 
concern. That same day, I'd read about the advent of 
3-D television. I worried about our kids, sitting on the 
couch, wearing funny glasses, all the imagination done 
for them. I worried they are losing what Kamkwamba 
found: the joy of creation, of dirty fingernails. It's mostly 
done for us now. We download. We boot up. We plug 
and play. We call tech support. And it starts younger 
and younger. The world of Wii and PlayStation has 
rendered building blocks laughable. Who needs blocks 
when you have a joystick? 

I remember, as a kid, building a beginner's darkroom in 
our basement (getting instructions, like Kamkwamba, 
from a library book). I shook film in a plastic canister. 
Slid paper into a tray of smelly chemicals. It took hours. 
But eventually, I held a wet print in my hands. Today, 
my 3-year-old niece, when you snap her picture, grabs 
for the camera and says, "Lemme see." In her world, 
all photos are instantly viewable on the back. Now, I 
don't want to play Cranky Man to technology. But there 
is a time to discover what you can make on your own. 
What kid, when we were younger, didn't have paint, 
tape, or magic markers? A ball of rubber bands? A 
father's toolbox that you weren't supposed to get into? 
What kid didn't, at least once, go to the hobby store 
and buy a plastic model to assemble? Remember that 
word? "Assemble"? We built little airplanes. We glued 
plastic ships. We hammered nails (and our fingers), we 
made forts, we strung tin cans, we drew faces on socks 
and pulled them over our hands. And through it all, 
when we held up the toy rocket or the puppet, there 

was quiet. No thumping music. No sound effects. We 
growled the noise of an engine, we spoke the parts of 
our characters. We used our own voices. And in doing 
so, we discovered them. It was quiet when 
Kamkwamba tinkered with his windmill creation. Just 
him and his spare parts. He was too poor to attend 
school. He knew nothing of texting, e-mail, or the 
Internet. "The day I connected the generator to the 
windmill, the whole village came to watch," he said. "I 
was scared that if this thing is not going to work, then 
the people who think I'm crazy will prove me crazy." It 
worked. The village cheered. That led to bigger 
windmills -- and finally a water pump. But it is fitting 
that the first thing Kamkwamba powered was a 
flickering bulb, the symbol of an idea. Because children 
should know that the most rewarding lights of their lives 
will always be lit -- not by microchip processors, but by 
their imagination.  

Parent Library 
READY FOR BORROWING!! 

Our Parent Library is ready for you to borrow novels 
and reference books on Childhood Issues just in time 
for the holidays. A big thank you to those who kindly 
donated books to create our Parent Library. The library 
is located opposite the children‟s puzzle library. Our 
Reference books have a dark blue sticker on the spine 
of each book and are located on the bottom shelf. 
Novels are kept on the top 2 shelves. 

Time Limit: Novels are requested to be returned by 

the end of the year. Reference Books need to be 
returned after 4 weeks, so everyone can access them. 

Cost: A gold coin donation to be placed in the box on 

top of the Library shelves. 

Borrowing: You can borrow books at any time, but we 

ask that you write your details in the purple exercise 
book also on top of the shelves.  

Think how impressed your child would be to see you 
borrowing a book, just like they do!!  

Special thanks 

to David James 

from Pulse 43 
A very big thank you goes to David James from 
Pulse 43, Brisbane‟s Air Conditioning and Electrical 
Contracting Specialists, for the installation of the 
large external fans at the Kindy. Based in Kenmore 
and servicing the western suburbs, you can contact 
David for all your electrical and air conditioning 
needs on 0438 787820 or david@pulse43.com 


